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HIS HONOUR JUDGE DENIS REYNOLDS — RETIREMENT 
Statement by Attorney General 

MR J.R. QUIGLEY (Butler — Attorney General) [9.06 am]: I rise in Parliament today to acknowledge the 
retirement of His Honour Judge Denis Reynolds and pay tribute to his contribution to the Western Australian 
community. I wish to advise the house that His Honour was unable to attend this morning. Judge Reynolds is an 
esteemed member of the judiciary and one of the longest-serving judicial officers in Australia, having served 
34 years across many courts. These include the Magistrates Court and the District Court, and for the last 14 years 
he has been President of the Children’s Court of Western Australia. Judge Reynolds’ contributions are many and 
varied, and today I wish to have those contributions recorded in Hansard for perpetuity. 
Judge Reynolds began his distinguished legal career in 1977 upon his admittance to private practice following the 
completion of his studies at the University of Western Australia. Judge Reynolds became a magistrate in 1984, 
presiding over the Kalgoorlie Magistrates Court. In 1987, he and his wife, Fiona, a teacher, returned to Perth, 
where he continued to serve as a magistrate for a further 10 years. In 1997, Judge Reynolds was appointed to the 
District Court, first as a commissioner, and then in 2004, as a judge and President of the Children’s Court of 
Western Australia. In his role as President of the Children’s Court, Judge Reynolds sought to ensure, where 
possible, that he presided over all serious matters and did so in the place where the alleged offence occurred—that 
is, out in the regions as well as in the metropolitan area. Judge Reynolds also dedicated much of his time to reducing 
the high rate of incarceration amongst young Aboriginal people. He is highly respected amongst Aboriginal leaders 
for his steadfast commitment to improving youth justice outcomes. Judge Reynolds has been observed on many 
occasions attending Banksia Hill Detention Centre. Alongside his judicial roles, Judge Reynolds has been a strong 
advocate for reform and an ardent critic of successive state governments. Judge Reynolds was also the recipient 
of the 2012 Western Australian of the Year Award for the community category. He has been a keen supporter of 
state sports, sitting on the West Australian Football League Tribunal and serving as chair. 
On behalf of all Western Australians, I would like to sincerely thank Judge Reynolds for his service to our 
community and I wish him all the best in his retirement. 
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